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“To know that the WCK
community want to help

families like us refreshes
my sense of our collective
humanity. It's so generous.”

– Parent
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In 2023, the culmination of energy and effort from WCK staff, board members, and stakeholders allowed us to
consolidate and plan from a place of real alignment. This has put us in a great place to sustain and scale the
incredible program growth of 2022. In 2023, we did even more, but there is so much more that families need. Our
planning was all about addressing those needs.

As we implement WCK’s 2024 strategic plan, our focus on the less glamorous work of building systems, teams, and
processes will plant the seeds that grow into transformational wraparound support for B.C. families navigating
childhood cancer and blood disorders. This is something that they consistently ask for, and we want to make it
happen. No more band aids; we’re serious about system change.

I thank every WCK partner that recognizes and invests in this essential foundation laying. They will make it possible
for us to do what’s needed to raise the whole landscape of support. 

Families remain the lynchpin of WCK. Their willingness to speak honestly with us about what meaningful support
looks like shows the hugeness of their hearts. It’s their depth – of experience, insight, and openness – that brings
everything else together and provides us with the roadmap that we need.

Leslie Grover, WCK Board Chair

leslie
grover

board chair
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“WCK’s help
left me
feeling taken
care of and
sustained, so
I could take
care of and
sustain my
boy.” 

“Things are
getting
better with
your
support.”

– Parent

– Parent
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No. of families 
in WCK programs

Est. no. of
families 
WCK supported

Est. no. of B.C.
families on active
treatment

201
B.C. families
supported

5,063

23,257260

201
volunteer hours
given to WCK

units of food delivered
to families

boxes of food
sent to families
at home

Hangouts
sessions for kids
and teens

In 2023, we kept going and we kept growing. Our programs reached more families than ever
before, continuing on from the incredible growth of 2022. WCK’s amazing community of

funders, volunteers, and supporters made it all possible. 

wck is here

for families
across b.c.

We did so much more, and 
yet there is so much more to do. 
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here to

feed the family
We delivered boxes full of frozen meals to families at home across B.C. We

filled the freezer at BC Children’s Hospital every week, making easy-to-heat
meals available to families in the hospital 24/7. 

60
families fed 
at home 

184
smoothies served
in the hospital

cities across
b.c.were reached

29
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352

234

meals and snacks
brought to the
hospital per week

–  Parent
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“When our daughter was diagnosed, 
I had to take leave from work, which
impacted our finances. We didn't
want to admit that we were struggling
financially. I’m so glad WCK was there
to support us with their amazing food
program.”

– Parent

“Fear is a really
big emotion, and
just knowing
you’ve taken away
that food
insecurity is a
palpable feeling.” 



“I’ve felt happy
because I haven’t
felt lonely.”

“Hangouts has helped me find a
place for cancer in my life that
acknowledges my reality without
drowning me in it.”

42 71
kids from 22 cities
joined hangouts

kids attended
city camp

here to

Virtual Hangouts through the year helped kids and teens to connect socially
and build special bonds from hospital beds, couches, and backyards. 

18
days of fun
at camp
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connect kids
and teens

– Hangouts Participant

– Hangouts Participant



Along with summer City Camp, we ran our first
ever Spring Break camp in March. More kids than
ever got to join in with the magic of camp, with a
medical team on hand and activities designed
with kids on treatment in mind. 

“This is the one and
only place my son
feels like a real
person and not just
a diagnosis.”

– Parent
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“Camp helped my child gain back his
independence, and helped with his mental
health. For the first time in a year, my child
started smiling and joking again.”

City Camp 2023 was held in
partnership with:

– Parent



150
shirts sent
to families

“We used to take
off my son’s shirt
to access his
port, and he
wasn't
comfortable with
no shirt on. The
Port Shirts are
the best thing
anyone can think
of. My kid loved it.”empower

kids in
treatment
We delivered Port Shirts to kids and teens
of all ages. Rather than expose their
tummies, they can unzip their shirt and tell
the doctor when they’re ready. This gives
back some control and normalcy while
receiving treatment. 

here to
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Thank you Whistle & Flute for
providing super soft shirts for us
to turn into Port Shirts for kids.

– Parent



“programs like The
Club have been the
most healing part.” 

– The Club Participant

The Club empowered female-identifying and
non-binary young adults to develop essential
life skills and connections.

The Club’s ten-month program helped
participants to make sense of their experience
and learn practical tools to move forward in
adult life. 

“This program has made me feel
empowered to make changes in my life.
I have experienced kindness and empathy
that I’ve never seen anywhere else.”

– The Club Participant

equip young
adults

here to
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The Club is is delivered in partnership with:



WCK 2023 Annual Report     Page 12



Food Support
Programs

22% 57%

5%

16%

Mental Health &
Other Programs

Connection
Programs

Costs Shared
By All Programs

2023 expenses

WCK is committed to transparency about how donations are used to
directly impact B.C. families navigating childhood cancer and blood

disorders. If you have questions about our financials, we'd love to hear
from you. Feel free to email us at info@wckfoundation.ca.
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here to

invest in 
what matters

mailto:info@wckfoundation.ca


*

“WCK is completely transparent,
sensitive to families' needs, and flexible

enough to pivot to give them what
would help the most.” 

– Monthly Donor
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NOTES:

1. INCORPORATION
West Coast Kids Cancer
Foundation is a not-for-profit
foundation incorporated on
March 30, 2017, to provide
services to children with cancer
and other blood diseases, and
their families. It commenced
active operations in February
2018.

2. NET ASSETS
West Coast Kids Cancer
Foundation has established a
goal of beginning each fiscal
year with approximately 20%
of that year's budgeted
expenditures on hand. At
December 31, 2023, the
foundation's net assets
represented 20.1% of its 2024 
budgeted expenditures.

“I trust
WCK to
use my
money in
the best
way
possible. 
They listen to the
families and the
families tell them
what they need. All
of the programs
have been shaped
this way, so I know
I'm always getting
bang for my buck." 

– Donor



Leslie Grover

Mina Bullard

Amar Leekha Sharon Bulger

Caitlin McBride

Bob Lawrence

David Haber

Shannon Hartwig

Jasmine Cruz-Vasquez

Hannah Lind Greg CulleyKelsey Merritt

Russell Drummond

Grace Agak

Manveer Sanghera

Paul AndreolaLaura Poelstra Jill LeddyAlice Cheung

Colin Worth

Simran Sarai

here to

put the work in
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THE haber family
foundation

the Walsh family
Foundationsacrè family

We are so grateful to the following companies and foundations who financially supported our work in 2023. 
We are also incredibly thankful to the many individuals who support our work through private donations.

here to

make it all
possible
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4300 Still Creek Dr, 
Burnaby, B.C. V5C 6C6 Canada
+1 (604) 394-2029
wckfoundation.ca

Registered Charity #721885291RR0001

west coast kids
cancer foundation

West Coast Kids Cancer Foundation works on
the lands of Indigenous nations throughout
colonial British Columbia. Our office is
located on the unceded, ancestral, and
traditional territory of the xʷməθkʷəy̓ əm
(Musqueam), Skwxwú7mesh-ulh Temíx̱ w
(Squamish), and səl̓ ilwətaɁɬ təməxʷ (Tsleil-
Waututh) peoples.

https://goo.gl/maps/vWNM2gdiZvAkwREq8
https://goo.gl/maps/vWNM2gdiZvAkwREq8
https://goo.gl/maps/vWNM2gdiZvAkwREq8
https://goo.gl/maps/vWNM2gdiZvAkwREq8

